
Powerful Parenting for June 24, 2020 
 

We hope you find this information useful, inspiring, challenging, helpful, sobering, insightful, etc.  If you want 
to be added or taken off this list, just let us know.  If you know someone who could benefit from it, pass it 
along.  If you have any comments, concerns, want to be added or deleted from this list, e-mail 
david@claytonbaptistchurch.com. 
 

Educate Yourself and Your Students:  What “Black Lives Matter” Believes/Supports 

 When you put that “black space” on your social media page, what are you supporting? 

When you use #blacklivesmatter, what are you agreeing to? Yes, “BLM” seeks to address police 

brutality and the loss of black lives like Trayvon Martin, George Floyd and others. But when you 

say “black lives matter”, what are you really saying? Do you even know?  

Direct from their website (with research into each point in italics): 

1. The Black Lives Matter Global Network is as powerful as it is because of our membership, 

our partners, our supporters, our staff, and you. Our continued commitment to liberation for 

all Black people means we are continuing the work of our ancestors and fighting for our 

collective freedom because it is our duty. (That freedom was guaranteed with the 13th, 14th, 

and 15th amendments to the Constitution) 

2. Every day, we recommit to healing ourselves and each other, and to co-creating alongside 

comrades, allies, and family a culture where each person feels seen, heard, and supported. 

(What about the voices of the innocent black children that are aborted. They have no voice 

in BLM because of BLM’s support for abortion). 

3. We acknowledge, respect, and celebrate differences and commonalities. (As long as you’re 

not white) 

4. We work vigorously for freedom and justice for Black people and, by extension, all people. 

(There has been no demand for justice for the white people who have been brutalized in 

recent days such as the Macy’s employee, the NYC woman knocked to the ground, etc.) 

5. We intentionally build and nurture a beloved community that is bonded together through a 

beautiful struggle that is restorative, not depleting. (They support rioting and looting, neither 

of which are restorative or non-depleting, which have hurt the Black businesses and 

communities the most; they are for defunding and dismantling law enforcement altogether). 

6. We are unapologetically Black in our positioning. In affirming that Black Lives Matter, we 

need not qualify our position. To love and desire freedom and justice for ourselves is a 

prerequisite for wanting the same for others. 

7. We see ourselves as part of the global Black family, and we are aware of the different ways 

we are impacted or privileged as Black people who exist in different parts of the world. 

8. We are guided by the fact that all Black lives matter, regardless of actual or perceived sexual 

identity, gender identity, gender expression, economic status, ability, disability, religious 

beliefs or disbeliefs, immigration status, or location. (None of their efforts are directed 

towards black-on-black crime, of which over 50% of the nearly 15,000 murders in the US 

were of black men by other black men; none of their efforts are towards the 360,000 black 

babies murdered in abortion clinics each year; none of their efforts address that 85% of 

black children come from fatherless homes—therefore not all Black lives matter) 

9. We make space for transgender brothers and sisters to participate and lead. 

10. We are self-reflexive and do the work required to dismantle cisgender privilege and uplift 

Black trans folk, especially Black trans women who continue to be disproportionately 

impacted by trans-antagonistic violence. 

11. We build a space that affirms Black women and is free from sexism, misogyny, and 

environments in which men are centered. (They are for reproductive rights, meaning they 

are pro-abortion, meaning they care not for the 360,000 Black children murdered in 

abortion clinics, which are mostly located in Black communities and are mostly Planned 

Parenthood affiliated). 
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12. We practice empathy. We engage comrades with the intent to learn about and connect with 

their contexts. (There has been no empathy or sympathy for Black police officers murdered 

during the riots and no empathy or sympathy offered for Black businesses that have been 

destroyed in the rioting and looting). 

13. We make our spaces family-friendly and enable parents to fully participate with their 

children. We dismantle the patriarchal practice that requires mothers to work “double shifts” 

so that they can mother in private even as they participate in public justice work.  

14. We disrupt the Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by supporting each 

other as extended families and “villages” that collectively care for one another, especially 

our children, to the degree that mothers, parents, and children are comfortable. (Not only do 

they deny the problem of absent fathers in Black families, they seek to undo the family 

altogether). 

15. We foster a queer‐affirming network. When we gather, we do so with the intention of 

freeing ourselves from the tight grip of heteronormative thinking, or rather, the belief that all 

in the world are heterosexual (unless s/he or they disclose otherwise). (Two of the 3 founders 

of BLM are lesbian).  

16. We cultivate an intergenerational and communal network free from ageism. We believe that 

all people, regardless of age, show up with the capacity to lead and learn. 

17. We embody and practice justice, liberation, and peace in our engagements with one another. 

(Again, they do not support peace but support violence, looting, rioting to get their point 

across or to get their demands met). 
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What Black Lives Matter Wants 

BLM proudly proclaims its belief that all black Americans should receive a guaranteed 

minimum income, “free” healthcare, schooling, food, real estate, gender reassignment surgery, and 

abortion; bring an “an end to all jails” as we know them; disrupt the traditional family; demand 

reparations on behalf of foreign nations; and form a “global liberation movement” that will 

“overturn US imperialism [and] capitalism.” 

Further, BLM activists have made no secret of their views. “When we started Black Lives 

Matter, it wasn’t solely about police brutality and extrajudicial killing,” one of BLM’s three co-

founders, Opal Tometi, confessed to The New Yorker. The issue was just “a spark point” to begin 

“calling for the defunding of police, a moratorium on rent, a moratorium on mortgages and utilities” 

and issuing “demands” relating to “housing and education and health-care systems.” 

BLM also believes in reparations, that whites who never owned slaves pay blacks who never 

were slaves. These payments include the following:  

• We demand reparations for past and continuing harms,” including both 

“corporate and government reparations” for a litany of ills that include “food 

apartheid” and “racialized capitalism.” 

• “a guaranteed minimum livable income for all Black people.” 

• “universal health care” policy that “wealthy residents pay for a portion of their 

services while low-income and working class folks receive free services.”  

• Black Americans will also receive government-funded “control of food sources, 

housing and land.” 

• “full and free access for all Black people (including undocumented and currently 

and formerly incarcerated people) to lifetime education” at any university, 

community college, or technical education facility, as well as “retroactive 

forgiveness of student loans.” 

  According to the BLM manifesto, public schools would be transformed from centers of 

education to delivery points of intersectional/multicultural studies and comprehensive welfare 
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programs, including free abortion for minors (without specifying a minimum age), special 

protections for queer and trans students, wrap around services, social workers, free health services 

(including reproductive body autonomy), a curriculum that acknowledges and addresses students’ 

material and cultural needs, physical activity and recreation, high quality food, free daycare, and 

freedom from unwarranted search, seizure or arrest. “To ensure an intersectional approach,” the 

group continues, the public school budgeting process must include “representation from specific 

populations of people,” including “formerly and currently incarcerated” people. 

 BLM’s best-known demand is to “defund the police. BLM also proposes an end an “end” to 

arrests of any black students, and “an end to all jails, detention centers, youth facilities and prisons 

as we know them.” House arrest would be promoted equally with imprisonment. The government 

would also expand Pell grant funding to educate inmates and “[a]llow access to gender affirming 

surgeries” in penitentiaries at taxpayers’ expense. 

 Black Lives Matter endorses two contradictory policies. “We make our spaces family-

friendly,” it states. It then looks forward to the destruction of the traditional family: “We disrupt the 

Western-prescribed nuclear family structure requirement by supporting each other as extended 

families and “villages” that collectively care for one another, especially our children, to the degree 

that mothers, parents, and children are comfortable.” 

Children raised in fatherless homes are more likely to drop out of school, abuse drugs or 

alcohol, be victims or perpetrators of physical and sexual abuse, live in poverty, commit other 

crimes, and go to prison than those raised in intact, two-parent households--the "nuclear family 

structure" BLM is warring against. Two out of every three black children live in single-parent 

families, making them 271% more likely to do so than non-Hispanic white children. To leave this 

out of racial disparities calculations is reckless, as Thomas Sowell has noted. “Without loving 

families, no society can long govern itself,” says Jennifer Roback Morse, the founder of the Ruth 

Institute, and a frequent collaborator with the Acton Institute. BLM agrees but chooses to outsource 

much of the parents’ responsibilities to the government. 

“The interlinked systems of white supremacy, imperialism, capitalism and patriarchy shape 

the violence we face,” the BLM platform states. “As oppressed people living in the US, the belly of 

global empire, we are in a critical position to build the necessary connections for a global liberation 

movement. Until we are able to overturn US imperialism, capitalism and white supremacy, our 

brothers and sisters around the world will continue to live in chains.” The BLM document adds that 

its “struggle is strengthened by our connections to the resistance of peoples around the world 

fighting for their liberation. … The movement for [b]lack lives must be tied to liberation 

movements around the world.” It does not list the foreign “liberation movements” with which it 

wishes to align. However, they will hold the United States and Israel in contempt. “Israel is an 

apartheid state.” America’s “alliance with Israel” makes the U.S. “complicit in the genocide taking 

place against the Palestinian people….it makes US citizens complicit in the abuses committed by 

the Israeli government.” BLM does not state what punishment it would mete out to civilians 

complicit in "genocide." However, it demands lawmakers cut “the US military budget by 50%, 

which will lead to the closure of the over 800 U.S. military bases the U.S. [operates] around the 

world” and the return of troops deployed overseas — a move many Americans, especially 

libertarians, support. 

There would be higher taxes with a specifically racial focus. The group writes confusingly 

that governments “have increasingly decreased the use of progressive taxation.” As a result, “the 

wealthiest Americans and powerful corporations continue to evade their fair share of taxes,” it says. 

The top 1% of U.S. income earners pay 37% of federal income taxes, and the top 10% of U.S. pay 

47% of all taxes, while the bottom 44% pay nothing. “Begin by raising the top marginal rate first to 

50 percent and then gradually up to 80 percent,” the BLM suggests. The federal government should 

focus on “taxing ‘bads’ not ‘goods.’” BLM would increase the death tax, the capital gains tax, 

impose new taxes on real estate transfers and financial “speculation,” and create a national wealth 

tax. Each state would follow suit by imposing a heavily progressive state income tax on individuals 



and corporations and 50 state wealth taxes. All “tax reform legislation” must be drawn up “in 

accordance with racial equity goals” to “help build the wealth of households of color.” 

 There would be reparations for drug dealers. BLM would legalize prostitution and the 

“possession and sale of all drugs, no matter the quantity.” Prisoners convicted of these crimes would 

be released and their records retroactively expunged. But that’s not far enough for Black Lives 

Matter: Any government savings “must be invested into reparations to all people who have been 

adversely impacted by the drug war and enforcement of prostitution laws.” The government “must 

also ensure that people criminalized by the ‘war on drugs’ are able to participate in legal drug 

markets where decriminalization has already taken place.” Many libertarians support 

decriminalizing some or all drugs (and prostitution), but they typically envision government 

regulations on the manufacture and sale of narcotics. One of their most resonant selling points is 

that “repeal of drug prohibition will take the drug business out of the cartels’ hands.” BLM would 

guarantee the Medellin cartel a piece of the action. 

 BLM would see that reparations went to foreign nations and terrorist states: The BLM's 

thirst for racialized wealth redistribution doesn't stop at the water's edge. Their 

manifesto demands reparations for foreign nations, as well. The group insists the U.S. make 

“reparations to countries and communities devastated by American warmaking, such as Somalia, 

Iraq, Libya and Honduras.” 

BLM would also let incarcerated prisoners, illegal immigrants, and felons vote: The 

voting reforms demand universal voter registration, as well as “preregistration for 16-year-olds, 

enfranchisement of formerly and currently incarcerated people, local and state resident voting for 

undocumented people, and a ban on all disenfranchisement laws.” Felon disenfranchisement 

laws date back to ancient Greece. M4BL’s drive to “expand the range of eligible voters” sleights the 

rule of law while favoring core Democratic Party constituencies, which favor more expensive 

government welfare policies. 

 www.action.org 
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