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We hope you find this information useful, inspiring, challenging, helpful, sobering, insightful, etc.  If you want 
to be added or taken off this list, just let us know.  If you know someone who could benefit from it, pass it 
along.  If you have any comments, concerns, want to be added or deleted from this list, e-mail 
david@claytonbaptistchurch.com. 
 
 

Children, Reading, and Dogs? 

With smartphones, tablets, and all manner of media devices, it can be harder than ever to get 

children to read.  But a new study finds that sitting down with a book in the presence of a dog can 

help motivate kids to read more.  The research team studied reading patters of children in graders 1-

3 without a dog present and then added a dog.  Questions included “would a child read longer and 

persevere through difficult passages when accompanied by the dog?” Children were asked to read 

out loud with and without a dog present.  The results showed that children read longer and more 

persistently when the dog was present.  The kids also reported feeling more interested and 

competent when a dog was in the room.  Therapy dogs could be used in schools to help kids with 

reading, based on these results.   

www.studyfinds.org 

 

 

DACA Migrants and Arrest Records 

The Department of Homeland Security revealed that 1 in 10 DACA migrants has an arrest 

record.  That’s 80,000 people.  Over 30% of those had more than one arrest.  Their crimes include 

assault, battery, rape, murder and DUI.  Most of those arrested are of Mexican descent.  The 

majority of crimes committed were in California, Texas, and Florida.  Yet 90% of DACA migrants 

have no arrest warrants whatsoever. To be eligible for DACA status, applicants had to show that 

they had committed no serious crimes, had arrived in the United States before they turned 16 and 

were no older than 30, had lived in the United States for at least the previous five years, and were a 

high school graduate or a veteran. 

www.breitbart.com 

 

 

Less Social Media Leads to Higher Grades 

Social media is one of the great time-wasters of the modern era.  While checking Twitter of 

Snapchat between classes seems minor, all those little bits of time add up, resulting in over 10 hours 

of wasted time each and every week for students.  Research says that those students who cut back 

on social media see improved grades.  High-achieving students don’t seem to be negatively 

impacted by the amount of time they spend on social media.  But students with lower grades can 

significantly benefit from logging off.  

College freshman were tracked in the study.  They spent from 2 to 8 hours a day, just on 

Facebook.  For lower achieving students, they spent more time on social networking, taking time 

away from studies.  High achieving students were able to juggle both successfully.  Struggling 

students need to turn off social media notifications or disconnect from social media all together to 

improve grades, the study found. 

www.homeword.com 

 

Link Between Teen Anxiety and Harmful Drinking 

 There seems to be a link between generalized anxiety disorder at age 18 and harmful 

drinking three years later, thanks to a long term study.  Generalized anxiety disorder was linked to 

frequent drinking, frequent bingeing, hazardous drinking, and harmful drinking.  Drinking to cope 

was also implicated.  Adolescents with anxiety tended to drink at more harmful levels. 

www.homeword.com 
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