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Giving Up 
 
 
The Black Letters of Jesus: Jesus challenges a rich young ruler to rethink what really 

matters. 

 

What have you ever said to someone, because you loved them, that was difficult? Why was 

it hard to say what you did? 

 

 

What’s wrong with being a “people-pleaser”? 

 

 

Read: Mark 10:17-31 

"As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked 

Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 18 And Jesus said to him, "Why 

do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 "You know the commandments, 

'DO NOT MURDER, DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, DO NOT STEAL, DO NOT BEAR FALSE 

WITNESS, Do not defraud, HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER.'" 20 And he said to Him, 

"Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up." 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a 

love for him and said to him, "One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 22 But at these 

words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much 

property. 23 And Jesus, looking around, said to His disciples, "How hard it will be for those 

who are wealthy to enter the kingdom of God!" 24 The disciples were amazed at His words. 

But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom 

of God! 25 "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of God." 26 They were even more astonished and said to Him, "Then who 

can be saved?" 27 Looking at them, Jesus said, "With people it is impossible, but not with 

God; for all things are possible with God." 28 Peter began to say to Him, "Behold, we have 

left everything and followed You." 29 Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who 

has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake 

and for the gospel's sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the 

present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along 

with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 "But many [who are] first will be 

last, and the last, first."" (Mark 10:17-31) 

 

What’s this parable really about? 

 

 

How does a good thing become something that takes the place of God in your life? 

 

 

If you were the “rich young man”, what would be your idol? 

 

 

What would Jesus offer you in order to deal with the idol in your life?    

 

 

What sacrifices do you need to make in your life to follow God more closely? 
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Read 1 Chronicles 29: 10-13, 16 

"10 So David blessed the LORD in the sight of all the assembly; and David said, "Blessed 

are You, O LORD God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11 "Yours, O LORD, is the 

greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything 

that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You exalt Yourself 

as head over all. 12 "Both riches and honor [come] from You, and You rule over all, and in 

Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen 

everyone. 13 "Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. ... 16 

"O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided to build You a house for Your 

holy name, it is from Your hand, and all is Yours." (1 Chronicles 29:10-13, 16) 

 

What is the TRUTH of this passage? 

 

 

Of your money, time, possessions, and talents/abilities/gifts, which one is most likely to be 

the one you won’t share with God? Why? 

 

 

How have you used your money, time, possessions, and talents/abilities/gifts for God in the 

past week? 

 

 

How could you share that one thing you’re withholding from God this week? 

 

 

What are you going to do this week to defeat the “god” in your life? 

 

 

When are you going to do it? 

 

 

Who is going to hold you accountable? 

 

 

THINK ABOUT IT 

“Nearly half the parables Jesus told have the use of money as their main subject. It is 

sometimes said that we should give until it hurts. But Jesus teaches that it should hurt 

when we cease to give!” – Ian Barclay 

  

 

MEMORY VERSE 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 

he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

 

MARK OF A DISCIPLE 

Disciples of Christ know real treasure. 

 

 

 


